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Rosh
Hashanah

r o s h e  h a h · s h a h · n a h

Rosh Hashanah is  a  major  Jewish hol iday known as
the Jewish New Year .  The name means “Head of  the
Year”  and begins  on Tishrei  1  on the Hebrew
calendar  (during September or  October  on the
Gregorian calendar) .  

Rosh Hashanah ushers  in  the  High Holy  Days  of  the
Jewish calendar  and begins  a  t ime of  intense
ref lect ion on one’s  l i fe  and repentance before  God.

Hol iday greet ings  for  Rosh Hashanah are  Shanah
Tovah Umetukah!  (A  good and sweet  year ! )  and
L’Shana Tovah!  (For  a  good year ! ) .





Yom
Teruah

y o m  t e h · r u h · a h

Yom Teruah is  one of  the  Jewish Fal l  Feasts  and is
known as  the  Feast  of  Trumpets .  The name means
“Day of  Blowing”  and the feast  is  observed together
with Rosh Hashanah.

During this  hol iday,  Jewish people  celebrate  the
start  of  a  new year  in  synagogue services  that
include specia l  l i turgy,  prayers  and bless ings  a long
with 100 blasts  of  the  shofar ,  the  trumpet  of  the
Bible  made from a  ram’s  horn.

Bibl ical  references  to  Yom Teruah include Levit icus
23 :23-25  and Numbers  29 : 1-6 .





Yom
Kippur

y o m  k i p · p o u r

Yom Kippur,  or  the  Day of  Atonement ,  is  one of  the
Jewish Fal l  Feasts  and is  the  hol iest  day  of  the
year .  I t  begins  on Tishrei  10  on the Hebrew
calendar  (during September or  October  on the
Gregorian calendar) .  I t  i s  a  t ime for  fast ing,
praying and repentance to  f ind r ight  standing with
God for  the  coming year .  As  such,  i t  i s  a  solemn
hol iday.

The name means “Day of  Covering,”  s igni fy ing that
the hope of  Yom Kippur is  found in  the  covering of
s in  and a  restored relat ionship with the  Lord.

Greet ings  include Tzom Kal  (Have an easy  fast )  and
Chatima Tova!  (A  good f inal  seal ing) .

Scripture  references  include Levit icus  16 :29-34,
23 :26-32 ,  and Hebrews 9 : 1 1-27 ,  10 : 1-23 .





Sukkot
s u · k o t e

Known as  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles ,  Sukkot  is  one
of  the  Jewish Fal l  Feasts  and is  a  seven-day hol iday
commemorat ing God’s  provis ion for  the  Israel i tes
as  they journeyed through the wi lderness .  

Sukkot  translates  to  “booths”  or   “ tabernacles .”
Other  names for  this  hol iday include the Feast  of
Booths,  the  Feast  of  Ingathering and the Season of
Our Joy .

This  Fal l  Feast  takes  place  during Tishrei  15-21  on
the Hebrew calendar  (during September or  October
on the Gregorian calendar) .

The hol iday greet ing for  Sukkot  is  Chag Sukkot
Sameach!  ( Joyous Sukkot  Hol iday! )

Scripture  references  include Levit icus  23 :33-43 ,
Deuteronomy 16 : 13-15 ,  John 7 : 1-44 ,  and Revelat ion
21 :3 .





Simchat
Torah

s e e m · k h a h t  t o h · r a h

Simchat  Torah celebrates  the  Torah,  which,  in  i t ’ s
most  l i teral  def ini t ion,  is  the  f irst  f ive  books of  the
Bible .  S imchat  Torah marks  the  end and restart  of
the annual  Torah Port ion (or  Parasha)  reading
cycle .

The name means “ Joy  of  the  Torah”  and the hol iday
begins  on Tishrei  23  of  the  Hebrew calendar
(during September or  October  on the Gregorian
calendar) .

Whi le  i t  i s  a  major  hol iday,  there  is  no speci f ic
hol iday greet ing for  S imchat  Torah.

In  Scripture,  S imchat  Torah is  derived from God’s
command in  Deuteronomy 31 :9–13  to  read the ful l
Torah every  seven years .  





Kristallnacht
k r i s · t a h l · n a h k t

Krista l lnacht  is  a  German word that  means “Night
of  Broken Glass .”  I t  refers  to  the  coordinated
attack on the Jewish people  in  Germany and other
areas  under  Nazi  control  in  the  early  days  of  World
War I I .  

On the night  of  November 9–10,  1938,  German
cit izens  smashed the windows of  Jewish businesses
and synagogues,  loot ing and vandal iz ing unt i l
nothing was lef t  to  sa lvage.  Many Jewish people
were in jured and ki l led during this  brutal  ant i-
Semit ic  at tack that  was  both encouraged and
del iberately  lef t  unchecked by local  authorit ies .

Krista l lnacht  is  acknowledged and remembered  as
a  warning  against  ant i-Semit ism,  which is  s t i l l
prevalent  today –  more than 70 years  af ter  the
horrors  of  the  Holocaust .  Krista l lnacht  is  a lso  a
day of  mourning and a  t ime of  prayer  for  Israel  and
God’s  Chosen People .  





Chanukah
k h a h · n o o · k a h

Chanukah is  a  major  Jewish hol iday that  lasts  e ight
days  and commemorates  a  miracle  of  l ight  that
took place  af ter  God del ivered the Jewish people
from Syrian-Greek oppressors .

The name means ‘dedicat ion. ’  As  such,  the  hol iday
is  a lso  referred to  as  the  Feast  of  Dedicat ion and
the Fest ival  of  Lights .

Chanukah takes  place  from Kis lev  25-Tevet  2  or  3
on the Hebrew calendar  (during November or
December on the Gregorian calendar) .

Hol iday Greet ings  include Happy Chanukah!  and
Chag Chanukah Sameach!  ( Joyous Chanukah
Hol iday) .

Chanukah events  took place  during the inter-
testament  period (between the Old and New
Testaments) ,  though Scripture  references  may be
found in  the  New Testament  in  John 10:22-39 .
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